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Topic: Our Blue Planet
Curriculum Maestro – Creep Crawl Wriggle,   Build it Up,   Signs of Spring
	Phase: Early Years
	Main concepts: Science and Geography

	What should children already know? 
	What will the children learn?

Creep, Wriggle, Crawl

By the end of this topic the children should be able to:
Name some more obscure insects or insects from other parts of the world that are less familiar to them, what they might eat e.g. 
Describe the simple stages an insect grows through e.g. life cycles
Observe the life cycle of a butterfly
Describe simply how to care for our environment and what the current dangers are to our planet and the animals that live on it 
To Observe and describe living things and their habitats within the local environment. 
That animals such as snails, spiders and insects live in gardens, fields, parks and woodlands.
That some insects/animals live in colonies
How insects live and work together, particularly ants
Why Spiders spin webs and what they are made from
That snails have a soft body and a hard, spiral shell, how they move
That there are Giant African snails and how they are different.
That it is essential to look after insects/animals in the natural world
How to look after them e.g. how to provide shelter for them and create an environment that they will thrive in. 
Insects have six legs, three body parts, antennae and most have one or two pairs of wings. 
Living things change over time. This includes growth and decay.

Henri Matisse is a famous artist

Name and describe the seasons that we have in our country.
Describe what happens in their local environment throughout the year/seasons
Record what they have found out in pictures and writing

Signs of Spring – 
By the end of this topic the children should be able to:
Name the changes that take place during the spring inc weather
Name some festivals that take place such as Holi and Easter 
Spring is a season. It comes after winter and before summer. 
In spring trees start to grow leaves and some trees grow blossom.  
Spring is a season associated with new life.

Music has different features. It can be loud, quiet, soft, fast, slow and can make us feel different emotions.
About the composer Vivaldi 
Bird eggs are laid by female birds and are surrounded by a shell to protect them. 
Frogs lay frogspawn in ponds. Tadpoles hatch out of the frogspawn and grow into frogs. 
Easter is a springtime festival that is celebrated by Christians.
Holi is a festival celebrated by 
Spring weather is changeable. It can be warm, cold, sunny, rainy and even snowy. 
Flowers have different parts including petals, stems and leaves.










Build it up – 
By the end of this topic the children should be able to:
Say how buildings are constructed
What machines they might see and hear during a building project































	Children should be able to:/should know that:
Name some common insects
Name some parts of the body of an insect
Say how many legs an insect has
Name some of the foods that insects eat
Say where we might find some insects
That some insects change over time e.g. caterpillar to butterfly

	

	Key vocabulary
	

	Planet/earth
	tree
	flower
	plant
	soil
	hot
	cold
	environment
	waste
	temperature
	

	snail
	Spiral shell
	shell
	hard
	soft
	Trail/slimy
	Move/slither/slide
	weather
	Ant 
	colony
	

	antennae
	legs
	wings
	shelter
	home
	growth
	Life cycle
	egg
	metamorphosis
	decay
	

	Change
	Cocoon/chrysalis
	observe
	habitat
	environment
	pollution
	waste
	
	
	
	

	Building site
	construction
	Spring/season
	festival
	climate
	Composer (Vivaldi)
	chick
	hatch
	Frog spawn/Tadpole/frog
	tradition
	

	flower
	stem
	seed
	bulb
	petals
	leaves
	
	
	
	
	

	Geographical skills and fieldwork (Understanding the World, Peronal, Social and Emotional Development)
	

	Use a globe/map of local area to identify some of the places the children are familiar with and some places further afield e.g other countries
Go for walks in each season to observe changes in weather and local environment and wildlife
Planting bulbs/seeds in the garden or pots
Learning to care for the environment and animals
Climate 
Show an awareness of the similarities and differences between people in different communities and groups from around the world.

	

	Scientific skills (Understanding the World, Personal, Social and Emotional Development)
	

	Make observations of living things as they change and grow. Measure growth in plants by taking pictures and using non standard measures such as cubes
Measure changes using scientific equipment such as a weather station
Ask questions and make comments about changes and observations as they notice them. Develop scientific vocabulary/knowledge and use it/demonstrate in role play/circle time activities/child initiated play
Find ways to record what they have found out
Working together on scientific enquiry and turn taking on using equipment
Naming insects/animals and grouping them e.g.  how insects/animals are the same/different
How important it is to care for insects/animals in the environment and how to provide essential food and shelter for them 
Identify common features for different groups of animals, including wild and domestic animals.
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.
Explain how things change over time 
Describe simply how weather changes as the seasons change.



 
	

	English curriculum links (Communication and Language, Reading, Writing)
	

	
Keeping picture/written diaries of findings/observations/processes.
Talking about what they have learned using appropriate vocabulary   (in full sentences and sticking to a main theme)
Asking/answering questions and commenting on what they are learning and finding out
Listening to and retaining information they are receiving
Using books to find information 
Fiction is a story or book about imaginary events and characters. 
Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events. Books often have unfamiliar words in them.
Making books
Respond to how and why questions
Listening to stories and poems related to the topic 
Develop storylines in their pretend play and use conversations and discussion to help solve problems, organise thinking and activities and explain how things work and why they might happen. 
You can use the words you learn in books to help you explain why things happen.
Non-fiction is a text or book about real facts, people and events.
New words can be understood by using them in new situations.
A rhyme is a word that has the same last sound as another word.
A poem is written in separate lines that sometimes end in a rhyme. The words are chosen because of how they sound and the images they create for a reader.
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems where appropriate. 
An event is something that happens in a story. 
A setting is a place where things happen in a story. 
Topic words can be incorporated into descriptive phrases or sentences about characters, events and settings.



	

	Mathematics curriculum links
	

	Measuring objects using non standard units such as blocks, cubes etc and recording findings 
Counting objects such as leaves, animals etc
Measuring periods of time and learning time vocabulary such as days/weeks/months/years/seasons
Talking about shapes and patterns in the world around them on mini beasts and animals including symmetry
Represent scientific observations by mark making, drawing or creating simple charts and tables. Offer explanations for why things happen, making use of vocabulary, such as, because, then and next. 
	



	Expressive Arts and Design
	Transferable skills

	
Making junk models (sculpting) associated with topic. Snails, spider webs.  Role playing stories and roles of associated people and jobs.     Drawing pictures to communicate learning and for observation. Singing songs and making up dances associated with topic.  Painting and making objects for display. 
Share their creations with others, explaining their intentions and the techniques and tools they used.
Children will learn how to weave to make spider webs.
Read and sing a variety of action rhymes and songs on the theme of minibeasts. Rhymes might include Incy Wincy Spider, There's a Worm at the Bottom of the Garden, Ladybird Ladybird, There's a Tiny Caterpillar on a Leaf and Nobody Loves Me. 
Explore artwork by famous artists and talk about their likes and dislikes. 
Manipulate malleable materials into a variety of shapes and forms using their hands and other simple tools.
Make butterfly prints.
Communicate their ideas as they are creating artwork.
Listen to a variety of music and talk about how it makes them feel.







	During this topic children will begin to develop and expand their use of the following transferable skills:


· Developing resilience to overcome obstacles and challenges and to recognise that failure is part of the learning process
· Learning how to reflect on and improve their work, behaviours for learning
· Developing a sense of respect for others and the environment
· Listening to, recognising and respecting other’s opinions and understanding that other’s beliefs and values are just as valid as their own
· Solving problems both independently and in small groups
· Developing the ability to negotiate and resolve conflict in situations where there is disagreement with support 
· Developing the ability to self-reflect
· Having high expectations of themselves
· Having high aspirations for themselves and others
· Developing a natural curiosity for the unknown 
· Represent scientific observations by mark making, drawing or creating simple charts and tables. Offer explanations for why things happen, making use of vocabulary, such as, because, then and next.
· Show care for living things in the environment
Additional information

They will achieve this through the following activities:

· Creating and presenting information to a familiar group
· Participating in group problem solving activities
· Evaluating their own performance in an activity and saying how they could improve
· Taking part in circle time



	Physical Development
	

	Walking, running climbing in and around and exploring the local environment.  Using one handed tools such as scissors and pencils for activities. Use other tools effectively e.g  trowels, spades, knives, guillotine, glue sticks, spreaders, paintbrushes
Understand the need for hygiene when working with soil and other living things or similar materials. 
Move confidently in a range of ways and safely negotiate space, obstacles and terrains.


	

	Computing (Understanding the World – Technology)
	

	Using iPads/digital cameras to record observations and take pictures. Using computers/iPads (internet) to find information. Using beebots/remote control devices to move around the environment or related beebot mats. 



	

	Forest School
	

	
· Identifying the wildlife that exist within the school grounds to support classroom work 
· Insect/mini beas  hunting in the school grounds to identify specific creatures
· Creating/observing insect habitats/bug hotels having considered the needs of an insect living in their natural environment

	· 



