	Caldecote Church of England Academy

	Topic: EXPLORERS Spring term 2024
sub topics – Cornerstones – Ready Steady Grow, Big wide world,  Let’s Explore, Puddles and Rainbows
	Early Years Foundation Stage
	Main concepts: Science and Geography

	What should children already know?
	What will the children learn?

By the end of this topic the children should be able to:
Understanding the World (World)
To name some countries around the world and be able to talk about different places including oceans and seas
To be able to use basic map reading skills to locate places on a British map or the globe.
To be able to explain where some of our food comes from e.g some comes from fruit, veg and nuts and some from animals
To explain how we can grow food/plants 
To explain the role of farms in our community
To name some of the animals that might be found on a farm
To name some of the crops we might find on a farm
To explain what plants and animals need to grow and survive and what constitutes a healthy lifestyle.
To name some basic parts of a plant/tree and say what they are for
To name some explorers and what they have done for us
To ask questions and be able to explain their learning in simple terms using language and vocabulary they have learned.
To be able to explain their understanding in simple terms
To speak to a familiar group
To be able to say how we could travel to other countries/planets
Name some different cultures/communities and some of their foods and traditions
Explain that plants produce seeds so that new plants can grow
Explain the importance of hygiene e.g washing hands, cleaning teeth
Names of animals and their babies
That mammals produce milk for their babies
Explain how the weather changes with the seasons
     Explain that Rain is drops of water that fall from    clouds.
      Explain that some materials are waterproof, meaning that water cannot pass through. Other materials are not waterproof so water can pass through


     


 














	Children should be able to/know that:

· Know that we have oceans, rivers etc
· Know that we use maps to find places
· Know that there are places other than where we live
· Know that some of our food grows
· Know that some people eat animals
· Know some methods of travel to faraway places
· Name some healthy and unhealthy foods

	

	Vocabulary
	

	Continents
	Countries 
	Land 
	Oceans/sea 
	journey
	Conservation 
	Globe/Atlas/maps
	Explore/Exploration 
	travel
	Aeroplane/boat/train
	

	Culture/community
	woods
	canals
	railways
	lakes
	holiday
	passport
	habitat
	weather
	Charles Darwin
	

	Weather/climate
	seasons
	Crops (and names of some)
	Farm/Farmer/farmyard
	Grow 
	seed
	Plant (noun and verb)
	Vegetarian 
	Animal names
	Root vegetable
	

	root
	leaves
	Stalk/stem
	water
	sunlight
	germinate
	Vegetables 
	Meat 
	Poisonous/edible
	
	

	
	ingredients
	Raw/cooked
	diet
	hydrate
	exercise
	hygiene
	Healthy/unhealthy
	vitamin
	 Sugar/fat
	

	Animal baby names
	mammal
	Produce/make
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geographical skills (Understanding the World)
	

	· Investigating places of interest further afield and naming some other countries/continents. How would we travel there?
· Using maps to locate other countries
· Learning that some of our food is brought to us from other countries and how it gets here
· Learning that we send food to other countries
· Learning that some of our food is grown and how it gets from field to fork (food and farming)
· Where plants grow best
· What is a farm and what is its purpose?
· How do we travel to other places
· Learning that different countries, cultures and communities have different food and traditions
· Reading and using maps/globes
· Climates (weather) and environments differ around the world (Earth)
· Flags from around the world
· Buildings around the world
· Some people in history are significant because they did important things that changed the world or how we live.  (Charles Darwin)
· Some people are significant because of the contribution they make to wildlife, conservation etc (David Attenborough)
· Different countries around the world have different habitats, plants and animals.

	

	Scientific skills (Understanding the World, Peronal, Social and Emotional Development)
	

	 
· Growing food e.g beans and other vegetables in the reception garden    (What plants need to grow)
· To identify a range of plants, trees and animals in school grounds
· Begin to understand where food comes from 
· What machinery do farmers need to do their work
· How plants grow
· Names of parts of plants and what they do in simple terms
· Working together to build models/grow plants
· Comparing things in the past with present day e.g farm machinery, buildings etc
· Explore different animals live in different parts of the world
· Investigate how animals have special features that help them live in their environments
· Everyone is different and special. There might be things that make them similar or different from others including their appearance or things they like to do.
· Investigate and explore how litter has a harmful effect on the areas where we live, work and play.
· Investigate how litter and plastic waste cause harm to animals around the world. 
· Investigate, Name and sort everyday items into groups of the same material.
· Investigate how the weather changes as the seasons change 
· Record observations about the way the local environment changes throughout each season.
· Name and describe natural phenomena, such as the size of shadows, the colours of a rainbow, the speed of clouds moving across the sky and the strength of a wave.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Testing materials to see if they are waterproof
Technology – completing games and programs on the Clever Touch screen and occasionally Chromebooks associated with topic and other areas of learning. Learning how to use the internet safely to find information and pictures.
Using compasses outside – collaboration/determination/team work/resilience
	

	English curriculum links links (Communication and Language, Reading, Writing)
	

	
Keeping a diary of plants we are growing
New vocabulary linked to the topic
Reading and finding information in fiction and non- fiction books
Learning that information can be retrieved from a book
Presenting their work, knowledge and using new vocabulary in contexts and speaking in full, descriptive sentences
Labelling diagrams
Reading words associated with topic and activities
explain what a narrative is and retell stories/poems
Give explanations for why things happen and describe sequences e.g plants grow or die   using words such as because, then, next
Writing recipes 
Learn that there are different ways to say hello from around the world.   Use a different way for the register each day.

	

	Mathematics curriculum links
	

	
 describing positions of objects on the farm
direction words – use programmable toys to input instructions about direction
Language of time – first, next, then  when describing how to do something or retelling an event/visit  e.g farm visit, planting a bean, making a fruit kebab
Measuring plants using non standard units of measurement
Money and shopping. Make a farm shop in role play area
Language of size describing animals and fruits/vegetables

	

	Expressive Arts and Design
	Transferable skills

	
 Designing and making junk models and construction models (sculpting) associated with topic.  Role playing stories and roles of associated people and jobs.     Drawing/painting pictures to communicate learning and for observation. Singing songs and making up dances associated with topic.  Painting pictures and making objects for display
Printing with fruits and vegetables
Singing songs and putting sounds and actions to them. Sing the song – Hello to all the Children of the world:- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nYjGy_ZUG8 
Using musical instruments to accompany our songs
Act out stories
Loose piece art using a variety of seeds and natural materials
Making art with fruit and vegetables (Guiseppe Archimboldo)
Make musical instruments using seeds and containers
Make a vehicle using construction resources and or junk modelling
Dances from around the world
Make a flag (own design)
Make rain cloud paintings

	
During this topic children will continue to develop and expand their use of the following transferable skills:


· Developing resilience to overcome obstacles and challenges and to recognise that failure is part of the learning process
· Developing a sense of respect for others and the environment
· Recognising and respecting other’s opinions and understanding that other’s beliefs and values are just as valid as their own
· Solving problems both independently and in small groups
· Developing the ability to negotiate and resolve conflict in situations where there is disagreement with support 
· Developing the ability to self-reflect
· Having high expectations of themselves
· Having high aspirations for themselves and others
· Developing a natural curiosity for the unknown, asking questions to extend their knowledge
· Being able to explain and share their knowledge and retrieve information from their memory

They will achieve this through the following activities:

· Creating and presenting information to a familiar group
· Participating in group problem solving activities
· Evaluating their own performance in an activity and saying how they could improve
· Taking part in circle time, asking questions, demonstrating listening skills

Choosing an aspect of the topic and working either together or individually to produce an item to showcase as part of the Fantastic Finish.


	Physical Development
	

	Healthy Eating: explore a variety of fruits and vegetables, what they look like, taste like and feel like, as well as how they are grown and where they come from. .Handle tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control when making models and painting pictures and cutting and peeling fruits to make fruit kebabs and fruit salad
RISK ASSESS FRUIT ACTIVITIES FOR ALLERGIES   ESPECIALLY GL ORANGES
Experimenting with different ways of moving. Jumping off objects and landing appropriately. 
Negotiating space successfully, adjusting speed or changing direction to avoid obstacles.   Play bean games
Travelling with confidence and skill around under, over and through balancing and climbing. 
Show increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking.
Dances from around the world

Use Healthy Movers resources

	

	
	

	
	

	Other opportunities for development

	

	
· 
	· 
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