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             Caldecote Church of England Academy
Manor Place
Upper Caldecote
Biggleswade
Bedfordshire
SG18 9DA
                       Telephone:   01767 316206

                       Fax:              01767 313429




Dear Parents and Carers,
	
Welcome back.  I hope that you and your families had safe and enjoyable summer.  As we return to school, I would like to send you some information in preparation for next week and to formally introduce myself to you as the headteacher of Caldecote CE Academy. Having worked at the school for a number of years and seen the changes over time, it is my absolute pleasure to lead the school in its continuing journey and I am very much looking forward to working with you and your children. 

I would like to welcome some new members of staff to the team this year.  Miss McLoughlin is our full time teacher in Gemini Class.  Mrs Bryant worked with us as a volunteer last year, and this year has joined our staff team in Cygnus Class.  Mrs Joyce, who is a parent at the school, is joining us as our Office Manager.  Miss Ravat will be working as part of our Gemini Class team.  I am sure you join me in welcoming the new staff to the team.  

Arrangements for September 2021
PE – PE will be taught by Foundation Sports again this year, as previously.  Children are asked to continue to come to school on their PE day, in their PE kit.  For Gemini, this is a Tuesday.  For Polaris, this is a Thursday. 

Forest School – This term, Forest School will be for Cygnus and Gemini.  Cygnus will be on a Wednesday and Gemini will be on a Thursday.  Please bring your forest school kits to school. This will begin on the week beginning 13th September 2021. 

Start of the day – The gate will open at 8.45am and will close at 8.55am and children will go straight to their classrooms.  Polaris children will go through the carpark and into the side gate by the classroom.  Gemini will go in through the main doors and Cygnus Class parents, please take your child to the ramp outside of Cygnus Class where a member of staff will greet you. 

The end of the day – We would like to try to return to the arrangements we had prior to Covid – 19.  Polaris parents, please wait for your child in the car park, by the Polaris Class gate.  Cygnus Class, please come into Cygnus garden and wait at eh bottom of the ramp. A member of staff will see you and send your child to you.  Gemini Class, please wait by the front entrance and your child will come out of the front door.  Although restrictions on social distancing have been lifted, we would still ask that, for the safety of everyone, please keep your distance and also, please do not allow your children onto the playground or the equipment during drop off or pick up times.  Where you have siblings in school, please pick up the youngest child first and then make your way to any other classes you need. We will continuously review these arrangements and change if necessary.  Thank you for your support with this.  

Covid-19
Whilst many restrictions have lifted, we would appreciate your continued support with keeping as safe as possible.  
· Any child or adult may not enter the school premises if they have symptoms of Covid-19, have tested positive for Covid-19 in the last 10 days or are quarantining having recently visited countries outside of the Common Travel Area. 
· Symptoms include:  a cough, loss or change in sense of smell or taste or a high temperature. 
· From 16th August 2021, pupils under the age of 18 will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are identified as a close contact of a positive case.  Instead, pupils will be advised by NHS Test and Trace to take a PCR test and will only need to isolate if they provide a positive test result.
· From 16th August 2021, fully vaccinated adults who are identified as a close contact will not need to self-isolate unless they develop symptoms or produce a positive test result. 
· Schools no longer have to adhere to social distancing measures in school unless directed.
· Pupils will no longer be separated into bubbles unless directed. 
· School staff will continue to be encouraged to test twice a week at home.  This guidance will be reviewed in September 21. 
· In the event of an outbreak at school, we will work with the local Health Protection Team.
· If a child provides a positive test result, they must isolate for at least 10 days and then only return to school if they do not have symptoms other than a cough or loss or taste / smell. 
· As we move into cooler weather, children are able to wear clothing in addition to their uniform if you feel that this would be beneficial for them as classrooms will continue to be well ventilated, in line with government guidelines.  

I will endeavour to keep you updated as and when the guidance is reviewed. 


Thank you for your continuing support.

Yours sincerely

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sarah Campbell and the Caldecote Team
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