	Caldecote Church of England Academy

	Topic: Humans and Other Animals Autumn term 2025
	Phase: Early Years
	Main concepts: Understanding the world (The World)

	What should children already know? 
	What will the children learn?

Me and My Community:-
By the end of this topic the children should be able to/know that:
Say what a community is and give some examples
Say what roles/jobs the adults in school have and what they do
See themselves as individuals, talk about themselves in positive terms
Know that everyone is different in many ways
The importance of taking turns, sharing resources and getting along with each other
Special people include anyone important in a person's life. It could be parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, friends or teachers.
There are people in our community who help us including doctors, nurses, the police and fire service.
The emergency services help us.
The emergency services include the fire service, the police and paramedics.
To call the emergency services, dial 999.
Other people who help us are doctors, nurses, teachers and postal workers.
Some feelings make them feel good and some not so good. It is important to be able to indicate feelings.
Change happens to everyone and we change as we grow.
People change as they grow and have changed since they were babies, both in their appearance and what they are able to do.
They can use questions to check their understanding and to find information
That questions can be asked of adults and other children
We are all unique and special.
There are things we are good at and things we can learn more about.
All families are different and special. Some things we do are similar and some are different.
Special people include anyone important in a person's life. It could be parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, friends or teachers.
We need rules at school to keep us safe and happy
It’s important to listen to the adults and follow what they say
Listening is important because it helps you to learn and know what to do.
A friend is someone they like to play with
Some things are okay to do at school and some things are not
Litter has a harmful effect on the areas where we live, work and play.
We tidy up to keep resources safe so that everyone can enjoy using them.

Animal Safari:
By the end of this topic the children should be able to:
Name animals that are natural to this country and some that are native to other countries
Name some animals that are less familiar to them such as zoo and farm animals and say which animal group they belong to what they might eat e.g. meat, herbs, plants are they herbivore/carnivore/omnivore and the characteristics that tell us this
What animals need to grow and survive
Different animals have different needs
Some animals live in groups
Name some animals that are endangered and say how we can protect/conserve them. 
Describe simply how to care for our environment and what the current dangers are to our planet and the animals that live on it
Record what they have found out in pictures and writing

Explain that:  (main teaching points)
· Carnivores are animals that eat other animals.
· Herbivores are animals that eat plants.
· Omnivores are animals that eat plants and other animals.
· Mammals are animals that breathe air, have warm blood and give birth to live babies.
· Reptiles are animals that breathe air, have dry, scaly skin and lay eggs,
· Birds are animals that breathe air, have beaks and feathers and lay eggs.
· Reptiles, birds, fish, insects, amphibians and arachnids all lay eggs.
· Bird eggs have hard, chalky shells.
· Reptile eggs have soft, leathery shells.
· Animals build a home to provide shelter from the elements and other animals.
· Africa is a continent made up of lots of countries
· Endangered animals are at risk of dying out.
· A habitat is the natural home for plants and animals.
· Rainforests are forests in tropical areas with heavy daily rainfall.
· The largest rainforest is the Amazon in South America.
· The Serengeti is in Africa.
· Camouflage is an animal's natural colouring or pattern that enables it to blend in with its surroundings.
· Conservation is the prevention of wasteful use of resources and how to preserve, protect or restore the natural environment and wildlife.
































	Children should be able to:/should know that:
The place they come to every day is called school and that it is a place to learn new things
The adults in school are there to care for them and to help them to learn
That they belong to a family
They need to take turns and share things 
That they will grow and change
There are lots of people who help us
Name some animals here and in other countries
Say what some animals eat – meat, plants etc
Some animals are not suitable as pets
Some animals are wild
Animals come in all shapes and sizes
The environment and some animals need to be protected

	

	Key vocabulary
	

	amphibian
	mammal
	birds
	herbivore
	carnivore
	omnivore
	Animal names
	survive
	food
	water
	

	Planet/Earth
	world
	map
	Atlas 
	globe
	environment
	pollution
	extinct
	endangered
	hunting
	

	domestic/pet
	tame
	wild
	wings
	fins
	zoo
	conservation
	food
	water
	sleep
	

	exercise 
	play
	air
	shelter
	habitat
	Animal group names eg pride/herd
	Tally chart/pictogram
	record
	observations
	Feathers/fur
	

	beaks
	claws
	teeth
	reptile
	eggs
	scaly
	Continent/countries
	camouflage
	rainforest
	desert
	

	polar
	stripe
	spot
	community
	rules
	teachers
	Teaching assistant
	Head teacher
	Office manager
	Site agent
	

	questions
	Taking turns
	responsibility
	change
	grandparent
	parent
	Brother 
	sister
	Step family vocab
	friend
	

	Baby 
	toddler
	child
	teenager
	adult
	litter
	environment
	Emergency services
	doctor
	nurse
	

	Paramedic
	Fire fighter
	police
	Postal worker
	Coast guard
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geographical skills and fieldwork (Understanding the World, Personal, Social and Emotional Development)
	

	Use a globe/map of local area to identify some of the places the children are familiar with and some places further afield e.g other countries
Learning to care for the environment and animals
Learning that some animals are native to other countries, that different countries have different wildlife

	

	Scientific skills/social skills (Understanding the World, Personal, Social and Emotional Development)
	

	Make observations of living things as they change and grow. 
Ask questions and make comments about changes and observations as they notice them. Develop scientific vocabulary/knowledge and use it/demonstrate in role play/circle time activities/child initiated play
Find ways to record what they have found out
Working together on scientific enquiry and turn taking on using equipment
Naming animals and grouping them
Describing what animals need to survive
Differences between some wild animals and domestic animals
Parts of an animal and the differences between some animals  e.g fish live in water have fins and gills, mammals live on the land and breathe air
Animal parts and what they are used for e.g. elephant’s trunk, giraffe’s  long neck, rhino horns
Explain what animals need to survive, grow and thrive
 How humans change as they grow
How to get along with each other
The importance of listening and following rules
Turn taking/sharing
Showing each other we care
Looking after our classroom and all the things in it

	

	English curriculum links (Communication and Language, Reading, Writing)
	

	
Keeping picture/written diaries of findings/observations/processes.
Talking about what they have learned using appropriate vocabulary   (in full sentences and sticking to a main theme)
Asking/answering questions and commenting on what they are learning and finding out
Listening to and retaining information they are receiving
Using books to find information
Respond to how and why questions
Listening to stories and poems related to the topic

	

	Mathematics curriculum links
	

	Measuring objects using non standard units such as blocks, cubes etc and recording findings 
Counting objects such as animals, cubes that have been used for measuring  etc
Measuring periods of time and learning time vocabulary such as days/weeks/months/years/seasons
Talking about shapes and patterns in the world around them, describing and recreating patterns
Using vocabulary of size to describe animals
Comparing size of animals, sequencing and ordering animals by size

	



	Expressive Arts and Design
	Transferable skills

	
Making junk models (sculpting) associated with topic.  Role playing stories and roles of associated people and jobs.     Drawing pictures to communicate learning and for observation. Singing songs and making up dances associated with topic.  Painting and making objects for display


	During this topic children will begin to develop and expand their use of the following transferable skills:


· Developing resilience to overcome obstacles and challenges and to recognise that failure is part of the learning process
· Learning how to reflect on and improve their work, behaviours for learning
· Developing a sense of respect for others and the environment
· Listening to, recognising and respecting other’s opinions and understanding that other’s beliefs and values are just as valid as their own
· Solving problems both independently and in small groups
· Developing the ability to negotiate with support and resolve conflict in situations where there is disagreement 
· Developing the ability to self-reflect
· Having high expectations of themselves
· Having high aspirations for themselves and others
· Developing a natural curiosity for the unknown

They will achieve this through the following activities:

· Creating and presenting information to a familiar group
· Participating in group problem solving activities
· Evaluating their own performance in an activity and saying how they could improve
· Taking part in circle time

Choosing an aspect of the topic and working either together or individually to produce an item to showcase as part of the Fantastic Finish.


	Physical Development
	

	Walking, running climbing in and around and exploring the local environment.  Using one handed tools such as scissors and pencils for activities. Use other tools effectively e.g  trowels, spades, knives, guillotine, glue sticks, spreaders, paintbrushes
Understand the need for hygiene when working with soil and other living things or similar materials.

	

	Computing (Understanding the World – Technology)
	

	Using iPads/digital cameras to record observations and take pictures. Using computers/iPads (internet) to find information. Using beebots/remote control devices to move around the environment or related beebot mats. 



	

	Forest School
	

	
· Identifying the wildlife and plants that exist within the school grounds to support classroom work 
· Tree/plant  hunting in the school grounds to identify specific plants/trees
· Creating dens having considered the needs of a human living outside of their natural environment
Survival skills (lighting fires, identifying natural foods, sources of water)

	· 



